To 
The Chairman and Members of the 
Chesham Urban District Council. 


of 
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Gentlemen, 

I have the honour of submitting for your consideration 
my fourteenth Annual Report on the health of the inhabitants 
and sanitary condition of your town; the period covered being 
the year 1910. | 

For some years I have adopted the course of taking each 
heading as put down in “The Memorandum as to Annual Reports 
of Medical Officers of Health" as issued by the Local Govern - 


ment Board, and dealing with each in turn. Tt is my intention 


as near as possible to pursue the same method this year. 


l. PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
DISTRICT. 
Tt seems to me a waste of time to deal with this matter 
year efter year, let me therefore refer any who are seeking 
information on this particular subject to my Report for the 


year 1906 when I dealt with the subject thoroughly. 


2. GENERAL CONDITION OF THE INHABITANTS. 

Under this heading I heve little to add to or detract 
from my remarks of last year. 

I am gled to notice that the tendency to build on the 
hills surrounding the Town continues. The progress is still 
Slower than one would wish to see, but on the whole the pros - 


pect is, I think, encouraging. 


Se HOUSING ACCOMMODATION, 


This is on the whole, I think, satisfactory, but there is 
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still a searcity of houses for the working classes, and rents 
are Certainly high when compared with the wages earned. 

Tt will be within your recollection that in my Report for 
1909 I volunteered this Statement that, taking all things into 
consideration, I was @mclined to think that private local 
enterprise was quite sufficient to cope with any inefficiency 
in this matter. Since writing that Report I have given this 
Subject a considerable amount of thought and am inelinsd 
rather to alter my opinion on the matter. Thereis certainly 
@ want of cheap hovses in the town and those that exist are 
in anything but a good condition. This want is an increasing 
one for two reasons - (1) A good many have been pulled down. 
Take for instance the old cottages that existed at China, 
Waterside, Missenden Road and Hearn's Yard, and to these must 
soon be added King Street, Townfield Yard and the extreme end 
of Waterside, to say nothing of several small blocks, which 
are in a bad state. (2) The supply heving decreased the % - 
mand has become greater and there has been a tendency among 
landlords of even the worst property to raise the rents Sd. 
and 6d. a week. 

The houses that have been demolished were let at anything 
from 2/6 up to By2" bi Ween,..dobtay: the lower figure and in each 
instance have been replaced by houses let at 5/- to 6/= a 
week. It is quite vey the people got extra value but 
what is the good when they have not the extra money to pay 
with. 

Whet is wanted in the town is a number of houses at from | 
3/- to 4/6 a week rent with a proper inspector kept in them to 
see that the right people inhabit them. This, I am told, 
and I quite believe it, is beyond the power of private enter - 
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prise, and under these circumstances it becomes a tedévaon 


whether you as a public body wuld not be doing the Town a 
public service by going tuto the matter and seriously con ~ 
sider whether it would not be advisable, under the Housing 
of the Working Classes Acts 1890 to 1909, to purchase land 
and build such houses. I would draw to your attention 4 
Section 3 of the Housing, Town Planning Act 1909 which makes 
it possible, having first obtained the sanctéon of the Local 
Government Board, for you to borrow money from the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners at the minimum rate allowed which 

I believe is now 34% for a period not exceeding 80 years. 

Personally I am not a great hand at figures nor do 
I pose aS an expert as to the value of rents but as a man 
of the world it seems to me that no private enterprise could 
ever come near these figures, and therefore it stands to 
reason that you, as a public body, must be able to put up 
houses that can be let at a cheaper rent than those put up 
by private enterprise. 

I believe it is claimed for these figures that by 
borrowing £1,500 and erecting 10 cottages with it they could 
be let at 2/6 a week and the whole scheme could be practic - 
ally self-supporting. T am afraid in our case the rent 
would have to be a little more as I do not think that this 
included rates and possibly the buildings would cost more 
on account of the price paid for the land. 

I would not advise a large scheme to start with but 
I should certainly like to see a start made in a small way 
ahd then if you find the enterprise a successful one it 
could be enlarged upon. What has brought this matter par - 


ticularly to my notice has been the number of cases of over- 
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crowding that Reve! Beer "Féport ed to me from time to time. 
We know that they tedént and that they are against all laws 
of public health and decency, but what are we to do? The 
people cannot afford to pay more rent than they are paying 
at the present time, and there are no houses to be had in 
which the rent forthcoming and the accommodation provided 
Can in any way be brought within the law. 

I am aware that in writing what I have, I am laying 
myself open to a considerable amount of opposition on the 
score that by putting up cheap houses you will lessen the 
demand of those existing and so reduce the value of cottage 
property throughout the district. My answer to this is 
that by the removal of property of the cheap class you have 
already put the value up of what remains, so that by bringing 


it down again you have only gone back to what existed before. 


I have no fault to find as to the sufficiency of 


open spaces about the existing dwellings. 


The houses to which I drew your attention last year 
in Hearn’s Yard have been removed. . 

During this year I shall be compelled to draw your 
attention to property in King Street, Townfield Yard, and 
‘the extreme end of Waterside. The majority of this property 
is in a very bad state, and something more than patching 
must be done in the near future. 

I am still not satisfied with the condition of the 
pavement at the back of many of the houses and in speaking 
of this I am not referring to the old property, many of the 
more or less modern dwellings are very bad in this particu ~ 
lar, and as a matter of fact we should, I know, have more 
complaints than we do at present, if it were not that the 


occupants are afraid to speak for fear of being told to 


4. 


vomits of emks mort em ot bedvoqet: wr ‘eved dso anibwouo 
awel [is jentegs eta yeds Janis hindounbet ‘yods tad? word eW 
eft ob of ew ete tadwtud _yoreoed Sas diised otiduq: te 
gntysq ove Yet nesid Inox erom veq od brotis sonase elqoeg 
nt bec 66 of aeauer onoors etendd ohne» ,emty imozetq odd Ie 
“bebivorq soitsbommoos ent bas grimoodiro% Inet ont clo kets 
ewal effi Hidelw- tiguond ed Yaw. vee. oi geo 

aniyel ms I ,evad I tedw antifow nis ted et1swe mitiay «a Oh 
eds 16 moljiseqqo to Javon. eidetedtenco, s oF Atego ‘VWes ya 
eid neseel Lliw soy eesuor qeeto qu ants 3 aq id tsd3 er0D8 ace 

s pobhes to ewisy ert somber, ae has erin met 
ved SOY nents serio old to. wregog 2 Severe. ers wad 
rigaind xd tact 08. ~salemen taste 29 as gutey oso, 209 qhoonts. 
exo ted Setaixe tary od. fond. eneg aaesis eves voy slsgeavob 32 


to ybhe tortie writ 02 al batt od abou ay road ew 5: 


noey taal nolsned ie ALIOY, werd, 1 sondw. oe. soar 
xaoy wath oF Belleqmoo ed Lfarla I maey ates anius 
des ,. dua SLetYtnwok. ; deense Mey 


giinotsq madd erom genet bos ednte bad tha a 
sof ed am sees a on sem 7 Bs 
esl) to mots Lose is ttn bottenten tom 12190 me I a 


ett tad¢ ton etvew $i tt reais 28 r b ow csr 
0? Bios anted to tet rot dsege oF Bier 


Clear out or pay more rent. It is not at all an uncommon 
thing for landlords to spend only a few pounds on the 
dwelling and then raise the rent 34. a week. 

During the year 242 noti¢es have been served for 
remedying defects about dwelling houses, and 30 new houses 
have been connected to the main sewer and water mains. No 
action has been taken under parts I, II, and III of the 


Housing of the Working Classes Act. 


4. WATER SUPPLY. 

As far as this is concerned we can, I think, con - 
gratulate ourselves. There being practically patented onto 
supply to the whole district, there being very few houses 
in your district that are not supplied from your own mains. 

In my Report for 1909 I had reason to mention the 
possibility of land being acquired close to your Pumping 
Station for the enlargement of the present Burial Ground. 
This idea is, I think, at an end, and personally I am very 
glad of it, for although the higher Authorities weve appar - 
ently against me as to the possibility of contamination, 
still I cannot, if only in the matter of sentiment, think 
that it is right to have your Pumping Station and Burial 


Ground so close to one another. 


MILK SUPPLY. 

All the Dairies, Cowsheds, Milkshops and the 
houses of Purveyors of milk in the District have been visited 
during the year and your Inspector has had them under more 
or less constant supervision. I have had one case reported 
to me of a milk vendor for failing to follow out the regula- 


tions as to washing of utensils. As this was a first 
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offence a warning has been sent but in all future cases I 
would recommend that a very firm step be taken. | 

Samples of milk have, I believe been taken under 
the instruction of the County Council during the year and 
as no case has been reported I presume all has been found 
satisfactory. 

I am still of opinion that the existing state of 
things with regard to inspection of Cowsheds is not as it 
should be. It is in my opinion unfair to those cowkeepers 
who nei their sheds in an Urban District that they should 
be subject to close supervision of the officers in whose 
district their milk is sold, while those whose sheds are 
just over the boundary, and who bring just as much, if not 
more, milk for sale within the boundaries should be free. 
I am not sufgesting thet this work is not done by the Rural 
Sanitary Authority but it stands to reason that with the 
immense areas that these officers have to cover, that it 
must be impossible to devote the attention to itthat the 
officers of the smaller areas can. I am of opinion that 
this can only be righted by giving the officers of the 
district in which the milk is sold, power to visit and 
report upon all sheds from which the milk comes. I am 
aware that this might give rise to a certain amount of 
friction, but surely some means can be devised by which 
this could be overcome. During the year the following 
notices have been served under the Dairies, Cowsheds and 
Milkshops Order - 

Sheds requiring limewashing 2 


Accumulation of Manure 1 


6. 
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TUBERCULOUS MILK. 


I am sorry that you have not seen your way clear to 
fall in with the suggestions which 1 made last year of 
retaining the services of a qualified Veterinary Surgeon. 

I am of opinion that this must be the first step 
taken in dealing with the matter. Personally I do not 


consider myself competent to deal with it. 


6. OTHER FOODS, 

One sample of unsound food has been taken. 

All premises where foods are prepared have been 
visited and found in a sanitary condition. 

All Bakehouses have been visited and found satis - 
factory. 

The Slaughter houses have all been inspected and 
their condition found satisfactory. 

No careases or parts of carceses have been condemned 
for tuberculosis. | 

No action hes been tsken under the Sale of Food and 


Drugs Act or under Section 117 of the Public Health Act 1878. 


7. SEWERAGE AND DRATWAGEK. 

During the year a start was made for relaying the 
sewers in all or parts of the following Roads - Bellingdon 
Road, Sunnyside Road, Missenden Road, Church Street, New 
Road. 

In each instance the earthenware were replaced by 
iron pipes. This is a step in the right direction, but I 
am afraid from your Surveyor's reports that still more will 
have to be done before we get rid of the nuisances caused by 


surface water getting into the drains and flooding them. 
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The house drains are I believe in a fairly satis - 
factory condition. From time to time ore hears of a 
Suspected faulty condition and these ere at once dealt with, 
the necessary steps taken to ascertain the defect, if any, 


and the usual notice served to remedy the same. 


8. POLLUTION OF RIVERS AND STREAMS IN THE DISTRICT. 
| No notices have been served under this heading 


during the year. 


9. EXCREMENT DISPOSAL. 

This is practically all by the Water Carriage System, 
the sewage being carried to the Sewage Farm where it is 
mixed with lime and carried off on to the land. During 
the early summer a considerable difficulty was experienced 
in dealing with the amount of sewage passing on to the Farm 
chiefly owing to amount of surface water that mekes its way 
into the sewers. Our difficulties reached their climax 
when a Summons was taken out by the Thames Conservancy Board | 
against your Council for pollution of the River Chess. 

Owing to the prompt measures taken you were first enabled 

to get this Summons postponed and ultimately withdrawn 
altogether. 

| ehetiarieha os 2d6 going on with the idea of pur - 

chasing land for the batthtien of the Farm, and should these 

prove satisfactory there is every reason to hope that our 
troubles in this direction will be at an end, at any rate 


for ea time. 


10, REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF HOUSE REFUSE. 


This is collected twice a week in the Council's own 


carts and carried to a shoot. 
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11. NUISANCES. 

It will be seen from your Sanitary Inspector's 
Report that $60 nuisances have been dealt with during the 
year. This is an increase of 137 on last year’s figures. 
The fact that on the Slst December al] these nuisances had 
been abated speaks well I think for the way in which your 
Inspector is doing his work. n 

In order that this result could be brought about 
282 ordinary and 2 statutory notices had to be served, but 


in no cases was it necessary to take the cases into Court. 


12. LODGING HOUSES. 

There are two Lodging houses in your Town, both have 
been visited from time to time and I am pleased to report 
that both siabiien their high state of efficiency, both as 


to cleanliness and general condition of their premises. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES. 


There are no offensive trades ssrried on within 


the Town boundaries. | 


13. SCHOOLS 

There are six Publis Elementary Schools in your 
District; these have all been visited from time to time. 

The sanitary condition as far as one can see is 
Satisfactory. All are supplied with water from the Town 
supply. 

Practically no action has been taken during the year 
for limiting the spread of infectious diseases as none has 


been required, 


I am glad to report that the arrangements come to 
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between myself and the School Medical Officer seems to be 
shaking down fairly confortably, and we shall 1! hope in 
time manage the work which falls to tha lot of each of us, 
so that there will be no overlapping of duties. 

With regard to the Certificates which are given to 
scholars, who themselves or some member of their family have 
been suffering from some infectious disease, to be signed by 
a medicel practitioner to say that the children are free 
from infection end may return to school, I would like to 
point out just one thing. 

I do so, as it has of late been brought very markedly 


to my notice. I find it most difficult myself and there 
are I deresay many other practitieners were heave done the 
same, in coming to a conclusion in these matters. IT have 
head Certificates brought to me for signeture when I have not 
seen the case. The child will state that he has had measles 
or German measles, what am I to do? The child has been 
away from School for 14 days. The school code says that 
for German measles they are to stay awey for 14 days, but 
for measles at least a month. How I am to ascertain which 
the child has been suffering from is beyond M@s 

Personally I should say it would be far better to 
“Hue these certificates to the practitioner as soon as the 
parent notified the Head Master or Mistress that a child is 
suffering from the disease, and let him visit the case and 
ascertain for himself what the disease is from which the 
child is suffering; as to whether they would do it for the 
fee paid (2/-) is another matter, but personally I shoud 
not imagine that there would be much difficulty I don't 


suppose in the majority of instances, at any rate it will 
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be the first visit that they have paid for less than half a 
crown. On ascertaining the disease the Medical man could 
then certify that the child is suffering from such and such 


a disease and could not return to school for so many weeks. 


14. METHODS OF DEALING WITH INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 
With regard to this - there has been no alteration 
in our methods since IT wrote my 1908 Report when I dealt 


with this matter very thoroughly. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 
During the year I have received 18 notifications 
under the Infectious Diseases Notification Act. 
These are made up as follows: - 
Scarlet Fever 8 
Brysipelas 10 
There have been no ¢ases of Smallpox, Diphtheria, 


Enteric or Puerperal Pever notified during the year. 


SCARLET FEVER. 
There has been an increase of five in the number of 

these cases as compared with last year. | 

_ The disease first unde its appearance in Townsend 
Road School. I made several visits but covld find no source 
of contagion. Just a8 these cases were coming to an end I 
had a case notified from White Hill School. I then visited 
the School, sent home two children who showed signs of this 
disease, although I was not prepared to say actually that 
they were suffering from the after effects of it. I am 
inelined to think thet my surmise was correct for two 


reasons ~ first, that one of the children lived in closes 
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proximity to two of the children who had been reported to be 
suffering from the disease and who came from Townsend Road 
School, and Second, because as soon as these children had 
been removed the disease stopped. From this, I am more 
convinced than ever of the advisability of leaving the con - 
trol of notifiable infectious diseases in schools in the 
hands of the Local Authorities. By being on the spot 1 

was enabled to visit these schools on successive days for a 
whole week, and so get a complete control over the disease, 
a state of things which it would have been next to impossible 
for the School Medical Officer to do, residing as he does so 
far away and having his other duties in other districts to 


perform. 


ERYSIPELAS, 


This disease ag ususl accounts for the majority of 
ovr notifications. I am still lo&king forwerd to the time 
when it will be removed from the list of notifiable diseases, 


28 I am mere convinced then ever of the uselessness of it. 


SMALL POX. 

I am sorry to have to report that veccination 
remains st a discount in your district. You all know the 
serious view I take of this matter, but I have written so 
many times about it that I am beginning to lose heart. I 
am convinced at least that nothing but a severe outbreak of 
small-pox will ever persuade many of the necessity of 
vaccination as a preventatiive, and even then I shall be 
quite prepared to hear some among the extremists say - here 
we have had Vaccination Acts in existence all these years, 


what good has it done? 
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL. 


Your Isolation Hospital in the Vele has not been 
open during the yeer, 1 see no reason to alter the opinion 
which I have expresseé@ in so many of my reports and would 
Strongly advise your Hanen tlie any scheme that may be 
brought forward with the idea of having a joint Isolation 
Hospital for several districts. T am well aware that 
while our list of notifiable diseases remains low you can 
see no necessity for it and are inclined to look at the mater 
from the side of expense. One hears such remarks as these 
made, what shall we have to pay and shan't we be halping to 
look after the cases from other districts. Of course one 
must admit that it is quite possible that you might have 
to pay Some years and get nothing to show for your money, 
while other districts might benefit, but surely this cuts 
both ways. The time may come when they will be assisting 
to pay for you. Many of you know the trouble we have had 
in the past over these sases, how we have had special 
meeting after special meeting to decide what is to be done 
with a Sertain case. How mash seater sor: eon ‘parties | con = 
cerned if Gtoustiy. a case is notifeea fo / your “Officer to 
| have simply to open up communication with the Hospital, 
have the ambulance sent, and take the case away. No trouble 
and no extra expense becsuse you would only be receiving 
what you heve already paid for. 

There are many who will say why will not our present 
Hospital do? My answer to this is, that your Hospital is 
only capable of eccommodating one disease st a time, so that 
should you have two in your district at the same time one 


of the other must remain outside. Then again personally 
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I do not consider that your present building is a fit and 
proper place for the isolation of either Diphtheria or 
Enteric Fever, so that the only disessesreally left for 
Cine. dud 
your Hospital ie Scarlet Fever de Small-pox. 
DISINFECTION. 
The method of disinfection carried on during the 


year has been by Formalin, and I have no wish but to con - 


tinue with it. 


The following Table gives the number of each disease 
notified under the Infectious Diseases Notification Act 
during the last 10 years with the average for comparison 


with the years figures. 
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METHODS OF CONTROL OF TUBRRCULOSTS. 

Practically nothing has been done in this matter 
except in the Gases notified under the Poor Lew. When a 
Geath is notified of e patient who has suffered from this 
disease your Sanitary Inspector at once proceeds to the 
house sné offers to disinfect with Formalin and his services 
ere usually accepted. | 

You will remember that in my lsst Report I suggested 
the possibility of carrying out a scheme of voluntary noti - 
fication of this disease. I am sorry to report that this 
became impossible owing to the medical men in this district 
forming the opinion that the notification might be looked 
upon as e breach of professional trust between themselves 
and their patient, for which they might be brought to book 
and made to suffer. As to whether this is correct law I 
am unable to say, et any rate they are perfectly justified 
in adopting the attitude they have done and under the 
circumstances there i8 no chance of getiing these cases 
notified unlesa they are included in the list of notifiable 
diseases, 

During the year I have received four notifications 
of this disease among Poor Law patients. 

With regard to Hospital accommodation for these 
cases we have nons,. I was under the impression until 
lately that any cases of this kind occurring in a Poor Law 
patient would be taken into the Workhouse Infirmary and 
there treated; but apparently the Guerdiane are now adopting 

the attitude that this is an infectious disease, and 
therefore it becomes the duty of you, as a Council, to teke 


charge of it. I must admit that up to the present they 
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have not actuelly refused to take one of these cases in. 
Time only will prove what action they intend to teke in the 
metter, Personally I think they ars wrong, nor do I con - 
sider that they have seted rightly in refusing to receive 
Cases of Enteric Fever into their Infirmary. It is an 
admitted fact that if these cases are nursed by competent 
people, who have been trained in their work that they do not 
spread the disesse. At the Workhouse Infirmary you heave 
such persons who are-paid by the Ratepeyers of the Union, 
Why then run each district to the expense of peying nurses 
to look after these cases, and so adding to the Rates. 

With regard to other than Pauper cases, I am strongly 
of opinion that the open air treatment is the correct one, 
The only a@ifficulty is how is it to be carried out. 

I am told py Dr Hogarth, the Medical Officer of 
Health to the County that there is at Iver a shelter that 
has been erected for something like £15, which answers all 
requirements. Would it not be well for a deputation of 
you to go and see this with the idsa of purchasing a 
similar vne or more. In the event of you deciding to 


adopt the sugcestion the next matter is where do you intend 


placing it. May I make a suggestion. It is only a 
suggestion, as other Bodies must be consulted and brought 

into Line before it can become sn accomplished fact. My | 
suggestion is that yon. as a Council should epproach the 
Committee of the Cheshem Cottage Hospital and ask permission 

to erect, nalts two of these shelters in their grounds, you, 

of course, undertaking to pay all expeness of up-keep and 
maintenance as well as a fixed sum per week for attsandance. 


This would, of course, be starting in a very small way,, 
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but it would be a start and would show that we were at least 
making an effort to deal with this question. One word more- 
the summer i6 coming and with it the time to start. It 
would be useless to start on a system of treatment of this 
kind in the winter months. The whole success or failure 

ef the scheme must depend in a great measure on your first 
few cases. By starting in the summer you will be starting 
under the most advantageous circumstances. None of us 
would mind sleeping in the open during the months of June 
end July, but November and December would be quite a differ - 
ent thing. Let us therefore, if we start at all, start at 
ence, so that our first patients may enjoy the treatment, 
coms out better in body, and spread amung their friends the 
advantages of it, instesd of waiting for the winter months 
and find that our first patients discharge themselves before 
they have & chance of thoroughly testing the tresiment on 


account of the cold. 


FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. 

All these have been visited during the year and 19 
written notises have. been s@nie 

With regard to this part of my work I must say I am 
in rather.a difficulty, it having been brought to my notice 
during the year that I have, so to.speak, been exceeding my 
duty in visiting the Factories. As this part of my Report 
is to some before the Authorities at the Home Office I shall 
be glad if they will enlighten ms in the matter, 

We are informed that neither the Sanitary Inspector 
nor myself has any power to enter a factory for the purpose 


of inspection, the reason epparently being that Sub Secticn 
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2 of Section 1 of the Poetory and Workshop Act 1901 makes 
Section 91 of the Public Health Act 1875 inapplicable. As 
this. is the Section under which we have been working it is 
rather a facer, and one must admit that taking this alone it 
Leooks rather as if we had no euthority. 

The fact that Sanitary officers should have no power 
to enter premises in their own aistrict to look for any. 
conditions thet might be detrimental to the health of those 
employed therein seemed so absurd that I at once began to 
hunt around to try end get over the difficulty; for you must 
yemember that the distinction between the Facbory and Work - 
shop is not what is used to be. A few years ago one looked 
vpon a factory as a sort of glorified workshop with a large 
number of hands employed on account of Power being present; 
while a workshop itself was 2, small. place where a few 
workers were employed in doing hand work. In the present 
dsy of electric motors nearly all workshops however small 
have been converted into fagtories, so that to shunt the 
Sanitary Authority out from Fectories practically means 
shutting them out from & very large percentage of work 
places, which to my mind is wrong. How can the Pactory 
Inspector with the dieatcache iarebey michinn he has to cover hope 
by making periodical visits to the Town to keap the work so 
well in hand as the man on the spot who knows every inch of 
‘round. While making my searsh I came across Section 102 
of the Public Health Act 1875 whieh distinctly says that 
"The Local Avthority or any of their Officers shall be 
admitted into any premises for the purpose of examining 
as to the existence of any nuisances thereon." 
| If my Sseieretat ten of this Seotion is correct 


it removes part of my difficulty, both the Sanitary Inspecto 
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and myself being servants of the Local Authority have power 
to go into these factories. My next difficulty is that 
élthough we may have the power, Seetion 91 having been 
struck out the difficulty eomes in that havine found the 
nuisances we have no power to enforce the abatement of the 
same. 

I esn understend that when it is e matter of 
sufficient end suitable accommodation in the way of sanitary 
conveniences it is possible to take action under Section 
22 of the Public Health Act Amendment Act 1890, on the 
sdvice of the Surveyor, but whet about cvercrowding, bad 
ventilation ete? Have we no Sey at e211 in the matter? 

If this is the case why this elaborate Form which is attached 
and whieh is to be filled in to ssy the number of inspee - 
tions made of factories and the number of notices served. 

Since writing this part of my Report T have seen a 
letter received by you from the Home Offices with respect to 
this matter. T have no wish to find any fault with the 
Inspector for this district. My Ward has been most help - 
ful to me in many ways, and I am very grateful for the 


assistance he nas given me. What I em finding fault with 


-is the law itseif. Tf the Authorities will assure me that 


we have power to take action when the need arises, I shail 
be quite satisfied. What I want to avoid is threatening, 
and then being unable to act or taking ecf@on and then losing 


the cese. 


OUTWORKERS. 


During the year 36 lists of ocutworkers have been 


received which include the names of 225 outworkers. The 


homes of these have been visited anal? ound to be in a 


satisfactory condition. 
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POPULATION, 
Last Year I estimates your population at 8,061, I 
now make it 8.154, an insrease of 95 which is greater than 


last year's figures 83, but below that of 1908 whieh was 121. 


DEATH RATE 

| The number of deeths registered during the year is 
86 which is 9 less than last year, but above the average for 
the last 10 years 84.7, 


The following are the returns for each month < 


January 5 Juky 4 
February of August 5 
March 8 September 6 
April 9 October 6 
May 10 November 2d, 
June 7 . December 8 


Thess figures give us 4 death rate of 19.5 which is 
Lower than last year's figures 11.1 and about the average 
for the last 10 years 10.9. 

During the year 11 deaths of residents have been 
registered in public institutions beyond this district, and 
the death of one non-resident who died in the Cottage Hos - 
pital has been registered in this district which gives as a 
net death rate at all ages of 11.7. 

Of the deaths from all sages I wovld draw your 


attention to the following as compareca with the previous 


years: - ' 

1903. 1904 1995 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 
Pulmpnary Tuberculosis 8 Bo - de 5 7 10 5 13 
Other Tubercular 8 4 1 pay _ + 2 

Diseases 

Cancer 8 4 1 5 1 4 7 
Influenza 0 0 10 6 2 7 4 6 
Bi 21. 
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It will be noticed that there has been an increese 
in the number of deaths attributed to beth Phthisis and 
Cancer. | | 

With regerad to Phthisis this is partly aecounted 
for by the number of non-residents who have contracted this 
disease elsewhere and have come here to die. The persons 
in some instances wala come te Live on the hilis surrounding _ 
the Yown, with the idea that the healthy surroundings will 
‘umieate their chance of life and so probably they wovld if 
only they would come soon enough, instead of waiting until 
the disesse ee got a strong hold and it is too late. 

Still even with this exeuse it is «= serious matter when one 
sidan to think thet 15% of the total deaths registered in 
this district have been attributable to this disease, and 
impresses on ons the necessity cf teking every means in our 


power to prevent the spreading of this scourge. 


BIRTH RATE, 


The number of births vegistered during the year is 
181, this is S$ more than last year and gives a birth rate 
of 21.%.as compared with 22,08 for last year and an average 
of 24.7 for the last 19 years. 

The births of 2 illegitimate children have been 


- 


registered during the year. “ 


INFANT MORTALITY. 
Of the 86 deeths pegistered only 9 have been those 
ef children under one year of sge, a Gecrease of 12 on 
last year's figures. 
These figures give ue an (atau ‘nertaiity of 49.7 


2 decresse of 68.2 on last year's figures, and compares very 
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favourably with the aueraze figures for the lest 10 years 
100.3. 

The c2use of this decrease appears to be @ue to 
the almost total absence of autivts<nteatinat mischief 
among them, only one death having been registered as due to 
this trouble, as against 5 last year, the absence of death 
from pneumonia new registered as against 5 last year, and a 
reduction in the number of deaths from premature birth from 
7 to 4. | 

The figures speek for themselves and no further 
comment on them is necessary except that I trust they may 
remain as low as at present. 

In conclusion I wish to thank you for the way in 
whieh you have supported me during the year. 

I am,Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 
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CHESHAM URBAN SANITARY AUTHORITY. 
-------0000000--~----- 


SUMMARY of Work done through the Sanitary Inspector 
in the Urban Senitary District of Chesham during the year 
ending December Slst 19190. : 


NOTICES served under ell heads, ineluding two 


Statutory Notices 282 
Relating to offensive accumulations 7 
Broken Drains 4 
Choked Drains . 37 
Defective Sink Gullies 19 
” Vent Shafts 14 
” Presh Air Inlets 2 
Dirty and Dilepidated W.c's. 22 
Defective flushing cisterns in W.C's. 100 
Cracked W.0., pans and other fittings W.C's 44 
Removal of Animals improperly kept 3 
No manure pit (new one erected) : 
Defective Eaves Guttering sate. 7 
Defective paving in back yards 6 
Dirty Slaughterhouses 2 
" Cowsheds 2 
Dirty dwelling houses (¢leansed) 76 
Defective roofs and structural defects AE 
Meking a total of 360 


The two Statutory Notices were attended to without 


any Court proceedings being necessary. 
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One wes for defective roofs, and the other for 


vnsuitable sanitary accommodstion. 


New houses erected and connected to 
Main Sewer and Weter Mains 30 
New Factory 1 
New ¥.C's erected to existing dwellings 
and Workshops or Pactesiva 16 
Pail Closets erected 2 
New W.C's in connection with new 


dwellings 29 


Dwelling housss.inspected during the 


year 182 
Overcrowding cases investigeted 5 
Dwelling houses Gisinfected 15 
Schocl (Infants Department, 

Townsend Rvad) 1 


All the Notices served up to December 1st have 


been attended tio. 


Respe¢ting the two Pail Closets, this is in my 
humble opinion a move in the wrong direction. Personally 
I think thet if the Council could have made arrangements 
with the Owner to have taken the sewer to the property it 
wovld have been greatly to the advantage of ell parties, 
seeing thet these two pail elosets have to accommodate one 


Factory and two small Workshops. 


With regard to the overcrowding cases, in one instance 
the overerowding was caused by children coming from London 


for holidays. In this case I got the number reduced, and 
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the o¢cupier promised not to teke any more, as she had not 
got the necessary convenience. This promise has been kept. 

In one more ¢ase which was very bad end rendered 
exceedingly worse by, the unusual circumstances, your M.0O.H. 
intervened and got the matter remedied, 

In the other three ¢ases I an sorry to sey no 
dscided action has been taken by your Couneil. 

Whatever may be the reason for Councillors failing 
to tackle this question I cannot say, but I meintain that 
apart from the incecency of grown up sons sano Geughters 
occupying the same sleeping apartment, it is beund sooner 


Ox later to lead to immorality. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES, 

Number on the Register 9 

These have been visited on an averazse of twice per 
month. 

Some of these Slaughterhouses are very oid and un = 
suitable, but the oecupiers 26 2 rule keap the places clean 
and tidy considering the character of the buildings, lime - 
(waa every quarter andi some of them during the summer 


months give en extra two or three limewashings. 


COMMON LONGINGHOUSES 


ee 


Number on Register 
These heve been inspected four times during the 
Wear, snd found in a satisfactory condition as to clean - 


liness. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Number on Register 16 
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These hava been visited four times during the year, 


and found fairly satisfactory. 


COWSHEDS, DATRIES AND MILKSHOPS. 


Number of Cowkeepers, Dairymen, or 


purveyors of Milk on the Register 29 
Number registered during the year 6 
Number of Gowkeepers on Register 10 


No Cowkeepers hava besn registered during the year. 
The Cowsheds have all been visited four times 
during the year, and one has been constantly under 


supervision. 


STABLE. 
Respecting Stebles a special report or these is 


being made ana will be presented in due course. 


Respecting the supervision of Disinfectant, at the 
Council Yard on Saturday mornings, I mey say that I have 
been at the Yard on 20 mornings. There has been two appli- 
canis from outside the District, needless to say these were 
refused disinfectant. 

The largest number of opplicants attended to on one 
morning wes on August 20th, when 89 bottles were filled. 
The smeliest number of applicants on one mornins wes on 
December Sra when we only had 56 to desl with. 

The tetal number of applicants who received disin - 
fectants on the 20 mornings were 1229, averaging nearly 
62 each Saturday. This is not taking into account the 
larger quantities of disinfectant used for various other 


purposes. Larger quantities everaging about one and half 
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pints have been distributed for the following - 
Tuberculosis patients, fever Cafes, and for 


other purposes 45 lots. 


I may also add thet all the houses have been 
inspected under the various Public Health Acts, and not under 
the new Housing and Town Planning Act, no Officer having 


up to the present been appointea by your Council. 


In presenting this brief Summery of my first years 
work, I wish to tender my thanks to Dr Long, your Medical 
Officer of Health, who has at sll times rendered all help 
ard advice when needed by me, always putting the general 
welfare anc heselth of the District at the front. 

‘Also the Members cf your Committee and Members of 
the Couneil generally for the help, support and consideration 
they have at all times afforded me, and IT Sincerely trust 
thatthe future years work will be carried cut as smoothly 
as the past one has been. 

I remain, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


Inspector of Nuisances. 


 ~ot Ona ,80289 sen sna 


“~s 


yebnu fon bus ,ejio0A défesH ofidwT evolisy ems x9 Ons beso eC 
grivend wsoiitO om .JoA gainnslt nwot bre gategeH wes 


Lisased woy yd moaGhonen need saeeenq ‘edd. 
if a Fae ve he! 


x dankh ye. 20. ae tek 


eeawe=d Satapiorte Vey een ee 


Lsetbex E80 - Reo +t os nase yet ones 


42 190, 


qied [is beroehnor gems {La $8 ast ode tas 


{sreney ons gaisiuq aysels .om ud Seheon ne. 


«Inotld edd fa Joixrsaiad edd tw dj Laed nud 


rs 


to axedmei Ons eet siamed. «soy to axedueM eds oan 


hie 


aeijarebienos Snes trcgqua. .gled end-<t0ot esi Lier 
gexasy yleresnis T bas ,em bebrotts ems? ate as vad 


yiiizjooma @s Ineo Doki ed tis tia te era0y outed 
>. to peek F ore 

.700d ean ene desq 

hy _ i me wu 


Tealsaee ahem T 


-Insviee jneibsado Anat ra the si 


y* “- 43 ee 24 aA 


-a6onesiat to tosveqanl 


